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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . |EI This communication is responsive to the amendment filed 09/14/201 1 and the interview conducted on 03/08/2012. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Allowance 



1. 



Claims 2, 1 1, and 20 are cancelled. 



2. 



Claims 1-8, 10, 11, 15, and 19-21 are allowed. 



Examiner's Amendment 



3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

4. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Daniel M. Fitzgerald (Reg. #38,880) on 08 March 2012. 

5. The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims: Claims 1-8, 10, 11, 15, and 19-21 have been amended. 

Claim 1 (currently amended) A method for retrieving information using a server system 
coupled to a centralized database and at least one client system, said method comprising: 

storing user preference information in the database including a list of functions defined by a 
user of the at least one client system for inclusion within a function menu, wherein each function 
is associated by the user with at least one universal resource locator (URL) and a computer- 
implemented command for performing the associated function, 
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wherein the computer-implemented command is configured by the user to 
perform the associated function at at least one remote vendor web server 
corresponding to the at least one associated URL; and 

wherein the command comprises at least two separate processing requirements 
to perform the associated function; 
displaying causing the function menu to be displayed on the client system to prompt the user to 
select a desired function from the list of user-defined functions included within the function 
menu to apply the selected function to a selected object, wherein the selected object is an object 
included within an electronic document displayed on the at least one client system and selected 
by the user; 

receiving, at the server system, the selected object and the selected function from the at least 
one client system; 

processing the selected object by sequentially applying the at least two separate processing 
requirements to apply the selected function to the selected object at the server system to generate 
a processed object, the processing comprising: 

retrieving from the database the at least one URL and the computer-implemented 

command associated with the selected function; 

executing a first one of the processing requirements of the retrieved computer- 
implemented command using the selected object to generate a first processed 
object; 

transmitting the first processed object from the server system to at least one 
remote vendor web server corresponding to the at least one retrieved URL; 
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executing a second one of the processing requirements of the retrieved computer- 
implemented command based on the selected object to generate a second 
processed object; 

transmitting the second processed object from the server system to the least one 
remote vendor web server corresponding to the at least one retrieved URL; 
receiving a processing result from the at least one remote vendor web server at the 
server system, the processing result generated by the at least one remote vendor 
web server based on the combination of the first and second processed objects and 
including at least a resulting web page; 

determining whether further processing of each processing result is necessary to complete 

the selected function; aad 

transmitting at least one of each processing result and another other output to the client 
system[[.]]i 

causing the client system to process the at least one resulting web page and the other output; 
and 

prompting the user to select a command to perform using the at least one resulting web page. 
Claim 2 (canceled) 



Claim 3 (currently amended) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein displaying 
causing the function menu to be displayed further comprises prompting the user to select 



Application/Control Number: 10/803,288 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2441 

selecting an object including at least one of text, a hyperlink, a picture, a sound file, a video file, 
and any selectable object included within the electronic document. 

Claim 4 (currently amended) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein displaying 
causing the function menu to be displayed further comprises: 

processing the selected object using optical character recognition (OCR); 

extracting text from the selected object using OCR; and 

transmitting at least a portion of the extracted text from the client system to the server system 
such that the server system processes the extracted text. 

Claim 5 (currently amended) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein displaying 
c ausing the function menu to be displayed further comprises utilizing a text-grabbing algorithm 
to select the object. 

Claim 6 (currently amended) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein displaying 
causing the function menu to be displayed on the client system further comprises enabling the 
user to designate a first web site as a target web site for a first function included within the 
function menu, and associate a first computer-implemented command with the first function 
executable using the first web site, the first computer-implemented command formatted by the 
user of the at least one client system to perform a purchasing function at the target web site. 
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Claim 7 (currently amended) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein displaying 
causing the function menu to be displayed on the client system further comprises enabling the 
user to customize the function menu by selecting each function included within the function 
menu. 

Claim 8 (currently amended) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein displaying 
causing the function menu to be displayed on the client system further comprises displaying the 
function menu on the client system by utilizing at least one of a mouse, a keyboard, a track -ball, 
a joystick, a digitizing pad, a touch screen, a voice activation device, and any input device 
connected to the client system. 

Claim 10 (currently amended) A network based system for retrieving information, said system 
comprising: 

a client system comprising a user interface and a browser; 
a centralized database for storing information; and 

a server system configured to be coupled to said client system and said database, said server 
system further configured to: 

enable a user to input user preference information for storing in the database, the user 
preference information including a list of functions defined by the user for inclusion within a 
function menu, wherein each function is associated by the user with at least one universal 
resource locator (URL) and a computer-implemented command for performing the associated 
function, wherein the computer-implemented command is configured by the user to perform the 
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associated function at at least one remote vendor web server corresponding to the at least one 
associated URL; and the computer-implemented command comprises at least two separate 
processing requirements to perform the associated function; 

enable the user to select an object from an electronic document displayed on said user 
interface; 

display cause the function menu to be displayed on said user interface to prompt the user to 
select a desired function from the list of user-defined functions included within the function 
menu to apply the selected function to a selected object, wherein the selected object is an object 
included within an electronic document displayed on said client system and selected by the user; 

receive the selected object and the selected function from said client system; 

process the selected object by applying the at least two separate processing requirements to 
apply the selected function to the selected object to generate a processed object the process 
comprising: 

retrieving from the database the at least one URL and the computer- 
implemented command associated with the selected function; 
executing a first one of the processing requirements of the retrieved 
computer-implemented command using the selected object to generate a 
first processed object; 

transmitting the first processed object from said server system to at least 
one remote vendor web server corresponding to the at least one retrieved 
URL; 
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executing a second one of the processing requirements of the retrieved 
computer-implemented command based on the selected object to generate 
a second processed object; 

transmitting the second processed object from the server system to the 
least one remote vendor web server 

receiving a processing result from the at least one remote vendor web 
server at said server system, the processing result generated by the at least 
one remote vendor web server based on the combination of the first and 
second processed objects and including at least a resulting web page; 
determine whether further processing of each process result is necessary to complete the 
selected function; aad- 

transmit at least one of each process result and another other output to said client system[[.]]; 
and 

cause the client system to process the at least one resulting web page and the other output; and 
prompt the user to select a command to perform using the at least one resulting web page. 

Claim 11 (canceled) 

Claim 15 (currently amended) A system in accordance with Claim 10 wherein said server 
system is further configured to: 

cause said client system to process the selected object using optical character recognition (OCR); 
cause said client system to extract text from the selected object using OCR; and 
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cause said client system to process at least a portion of the extracted text by applying the selected 
function. 

Claim 19 (currently amended) A non-transitory computer readable medium having embodied 
thereon computer-executable instructions for retrieving information using a server system 
coupled to a client system, a database, and a remote vendor web server, the client system 
including a user interface, said computer-executable instructions cause the server system to: 
store user preference information in the database including a list of functions defined by a user of 
the client system for inclusion within a function menu, wherein each function is associated by the 
user with at least one universal resource locator (URL) and a computer-implemented command 
for performing the associated function, wherein the computer-implemented command is 
configured by the user to perform the associated function at the remote vendor web server 
corresponding to the at least one associated URL; and 

wherein the computer-implemented command comprises at least two separate processing 
requirements to perform the associated function; 

prompt the user to select an object from an electronic document displayed on the user interface; 
display cause the function menu to be displayed on the user interface to prompt the user to select 
a desired function from the list of user-defined functions included within the function menu to 
apply the selected function to the user selected object; 
receive the selected object and the selected function from the client system; 
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process the selected object by sequentially applying the at least two separate processing 
requirements to apply the selected function to the selected object to generate a processed object, 
the process comprising: 

retrieving from the database the at least one URL and the computer-implemented 

command associated with the selected function; 

executing a first one of the processing requirements of the retrieved computer- 
implemented command using the selected object to generate a first processed 
object; 

transmitting the first processed object from the server system to the remote vendor 
web server corresponding to the at least one retrieved URL; 
executing a second one of the processing requirements of the retrieved computer- 
implemented command based on the selected object to generate a second 
processed object; 

transmitting the second processed object from the server system to at least one 
remote vendor web server corresponding to the at least one retrieved URL; 
receiving a processing result from the remote vendor web server at the server 
system, the processing result generated by the remote vendor web server based on 
the combination of the first and second processed objects and including at least a 
resulting web page; 

determining determine whether further processing of each process result is necessary to complete 
the selected function; and 
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transmitting transmit at least one of each process result and another other output to the client 
system[[.]]i 

cause the client system to process the at least one resulting web page and the other output: and 
prompt the user to select a command to perform using the at least one resulting web page. 

Claim 20 (canceled) 

Claim 21 (currently amended) A non-transitory computer readable medium in accordance with 
Claim 19 further comprising a code segment that: 

processes at causes the client system to process the selected object using optical character 
recognition (OCR); 

extracts causes the client system to extract text from the selected object using OCR; and 
transmits causes at least a portion of the extracted text to be transmitted from the client system to 
the server system for further processing. 
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Reasons for Allowance 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 1, 3-10, 12- 
19, and 21-25 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

The examiner has found that the prior art of record does not teach, suggest, or render 
obvious, among other things, the specific combination of a method, a system, or a non- 
transitory computer readable medium having embodied thereon computer-executable 
instructions for retrieving information using a server system coupled to a centralized database 
and at least one client system, said method comprising: storing user preference information in 
the database including a list of functions defined by a user of the at least one client system for 
inclusion within a function menu, wherein each function is associated by the user with at 
least one universal resource locator (URL) and a computer-implemented command for 
performing the associated function, wherein the computer-implemented command is 
configured by the user to perform the associated function at at least one remote vendor web 
server corresponding to the at least one associated URL; and wherein the command 
comprises at least two separate processing requirements to perform the associated function; 
causing the function menu to be displayed on the client system to prompt the user to select a 
desired function from the list of user-defined functions included within the function menu to 
apply the selected function to a selected object, wherein the selected object is an object 
included within an electronic document displayed on the at least one client system and 
selected by the user; receiving, at the server system, the selected object and the selected 
function from the at least one client system; processing the selected object by sequentially 
applying the at least two separate processing requirements to apply the selected function to 
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the selected object at the server system to generate a processed object, the processing 
comprising: retrieving from the database the at least one URL and the computer- implemented 
command associated with the selected function; executing a first one of the processing 
requirements of the retrieved computer-implemented command using the selected object to 
generate a first processed object; transmitting the first processed object from the server 
system to at least one remote vendor web server corresponding to the at least one retrieved 
URL; executing a second one of the processing requirements of the retrieved computer- 
implemented command based on the selected object to generate a second processed object; 
transmitting the second processed object from the server system to the least one remote 
vendor web server corresponding to the at least one retrieved URL; receiving a processing 
result from the at least one remote vendor web server at the server system, the processing 
result generated by the at least one remote vendor web server based on the combination of 
the first and second processed objects and including at least a resulting web page; 
determining whether further processing of each processing result is necessaiy to complete the 
selected function; transmitting at least one of each processing result and other output to the 
client system; causing the client system to process the at least one resulting web page and the 
other output; and prompting the user to select a command to perform using the at least one 
resulting web page (major difference in the claims not found in the prior art) as set forth in 
the specification and recited in independent claims 1, 10, and 19. 

7. For these reasons, in conjunction with the other limitations of the independent claims, 
puts this case in condition for allowance. 
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8. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons 
for Allowance OR Examiner's Amendment." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Alicia Baturay whose telephone number is (571) 272-3981. The examiner 
can normally be reached at 7am - 4:30pm, Monday - Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Wing 
Chan can be reached on (571) 272-7493. The fax number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Alicia Baturay/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2441 

/Wing F. Chan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2441 
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